Studio away from Studio : Artists in COVID19 Quarantine

Alexander Deschamps

- Where are you? Do you have Quarantine? Since when?

- I live in Greenpoint, Brooklyn. I freelance as a man with a van for the
art world and I bartend on the weekends. Gigs have slowed to a
trickle and the bar is shut down. I've mostly been between my

home and my studio five blocks away.

- How many times do you leave your house? Are you with family and/or
pets?

- I'm with my live in girlfriend, and our dog and two cats. We are a
happy little family. I leave the house a couple times a day to walk
the dog in Mcgolrick park. I've been to grocery stores, and to my
studio, to my cabin upstate. I'm probably out a little more than I
should be, but I've been diligent with masks and gloves and

sanitizers.

- How are you feeling?

- I feel mixtures of anxiety, and stress like everyone else, but
additionally, I feel a little guilt. I am sort of enjoying this break
from the real world. I acknowledge my privilege of being
financially sound (for now) and healthy, and I feel bad for all the

people suffering at this moment. At the same time though, I'm



relishing the extra time. Time to cook, to make art and do crafts, to

clean and tie up all the loose ends I can think of.

- Are you making work? If so, is there a difference since the quarantine,
such as inspiration, motivation, productivity, etc?

- [ thought I'd be painting more, which I have for sure, but what has
surprised me is how many other creative and fun tasks ['ve been
doing. Sewing masks, planting flowers in the garden and repotting
house plants, cooking and baking, playing video games, working
on my cabin upstate, using video chat in new ways, mailing

packages and all sorts of other things.

- Are you making something new or working on something you started
before the quarantine?

- I just finished a painting whose direction was altered by the virus. It's
funny how a change of events can make work take on new
meaning as your working on it. | used to have a more clear vision
of what | was going to do, start to finish, in my paintings. But
lately, I've been enjoying letting my intuition do a little more of

the work, and letting things be open ended and experimental.

- Are you making any work related to Covid19?
-  mentioned all the creative things I'm doing, and sewing masks with
my girlfriend certainly relates to the virus. One new idea i'm

working on that directly relates to the quarantine is making a



paint by numbers that [ can mail (or email) to my friends. It will
be sort of like an edition, where everyone who receives one can
color it, and then register it with me and I'll assign them an
edition number. It's a funny way to build provenance and be
inclusive, and if nothing else to dispel someone's boredom for a

little while.

- Has it changed any future art projects you had in mind or planned?

- Has it changed any exhibition plans?

- [ had planned for the most recent painting I finished to be the last in a
years-long body of work ['ve been assembling. [ was about to
make a concerted effort to call people into my studio, to show
them this body of work and start shopping it around for a
potential exhibition space, or even do a pop-up on my own if that
didn't work out. This was the plan before the virus. The
inspiration I get from decaying americana, from road culture,
from canned trumpian machismo, is seemingly endless, and
candidly, seems even more poignant at the moment. I don't know
if  will churn out anymore paintings from this pool of inspiration,

but it still turns me on.

- Has the medium changed due to limited resources or due to staying at
home instead of studio?
- The art store is closed, so I'm making do with what I have. I have too

much shit, anyways. This is another good opportunity to thin



things out. Cut the fat, eschew the abundance. As we all consume a
little less, it's nice the think that the earth and the environment
are getting a little reprieve. You can read about the air and water
quality in different places being better than ever. The grass in
Mcgolrick park is coming in lush and thick, and not being

trampled by picnickers and soccer players.

- Is art helping you stay sane?

- Very much. A good friend of mine was complaining of his boredom, his
cabin fever. I haven't been bored for a second. Anxious, for sure,
but not bored. I can keep myself busy with creative tasks. Again, |
have the privilege of being with someone and having access to
outdoor spaces and my studio and the company of my animals. [t
doesn't mean [ don't miss my old life, but I'm not anywhere near

going insane like some other folks around me.

- Do you have another job that has been affected?

- [ can't bartend and I imagine the art market is gonna take a serious hit.
It's all getting affected. Oddly, one opportunity that has arisen
came from a friend who lives in Westchester. She runs an art
space in Chappaqua where they normally have in-person drawing
and painting classes. Because of all of this she has tried to move
those classes into video teaching format, and I got to try my hand
at teaching a Zoom drawing class last week. | made a lesson plan

around still life, and used things laying around my studio; a spray



can and a dust mask. It felt topical and I had some fun when the
class was over adding flourishes to my drawing and literally
drawing the word COVID-19. Again trusting my instincts and

having fun.

- Are you reaching out to other artists?

- I think my paint by numbers project will be my stamp on this whole
experience. | hope all of my artistic and creative friends partake,
and hopefully some who are less so inclined, as well. Getting a
piece of mail during all of this seems like the kind of old school,

slow, thoughtful thing that we have time for all of a sudden.

- Do you feel the art world has come to a stop?

- I can tell you that it is has not entirely. Don't Panic! Some of my clients
are still calling, asking for deliveries here and there. The
commerce side of things will be slow for a bit, but the creative

side must be just exploding.

- If you are staying at home, do you see your home differently?

- [ just moved to my current apartment and it is such an upgrade from
the last place that I'm still in the honeymoon phase with it. I
shouldn't brag but I'm happy to have a nice place during all this.



- What do you miss the most as an artist during this quarantine?

- Security. The anxiety of the unknown has put everything on tilt. I don't
know how the economy is going to affect me six months from
now, and that security and structure that I thought I had built for
my life is now in question. My studio building might have to
shutter, the bar where [ work might not get busy again, the
commercial art world could come to a grinding halt. It has created
a sense of urgency in me, to get things done before it's too late.
Maybe everything will be fine, maybe it won't, but I'm gonna work

like hell until I find out.



